15th Greenhithe Garden Tour 2008

Garden 1 This rustic, nautically themed garden

incorporates resting and viewing areas on a sloping

property. A variety of colour themed, subtropical

plantings complimented by Lynne Rs mosaic and  sculptural
creations and Gavin  Rs creative use of recycled materials
make this a unique garden to visit. New inclusions are

potage and annuals for colour.

Garden 2 A garden designed to entertain the adults and

children at a controllable distance. Griselini a hedging
with olive trees spaced between and the scent of

gardenias, roses and star jasmine greets you up the

drive. At the rear of the property, pass the purp ose-
built play hut and children Rs area, to a large open - flow
entertaining area with water featur e. A red and white

colour scheme in the planting enhances the tranquility

of our garden.

Garden 3 Leanne, Nathan and Ryley Bagosi

Creative use of rocks and driftwood enhance this

quarter - acre subtropical garden, which has evolved over

12 years around ano Id 1950s R cottage.As you wander a
circuit of the garden, enjoy the eclectic mix of

natives, succulents, palms, exotics and cacti -
underplanted with a variety of bromeliads for a splash

of colour.

Garden 4 This hidden garden, bordered by Leyland cypress
hedges, is a kaleidoscope of colour. The formal part of

the garden is abundant with roses and delphiniums

generously underplanted with annuals. Meandering through

the garden, the planting becomes more subtropical

turning to native, complete with bush walk a t the bottom
of the garden.

Garden 5 Come and share in the delight of our very own
Kindergarten Garden  enjoying a cuppa with lunch at the

café run by Greenhithe Kindergarten families. The

teachers, Alison Aldrich and parents, with lots of help

fromthe children, have created this ever - evolving child
friendly garden. Enjoy the fabulous mosaic work designed

and made by the children.

Garden 6 Tucked away behind the front garden lies a
magical private retreat. Walk round the expansive decks

to the pool surr ounded by succulents and palms, and past
a play area complete with jungle fortress. Beyond this,

paths lead you through the trees where the fantasy

forest dwellers are hidden among native bush, bromeliads

and clivias. This garden has been extensively

redev eloped over the past 8 years to create a family

paradise.

Garden 7 Regenerating bush surrounds this Balinese - style
house and exotic garden.

Follow the path past the Queen palms and flaxes

underplanted with a mix of subtropicals and natives, to

the east co rner with its hot - coloured bromeliads. Walk
down a boardwalk on the south side with shade - loving
species; head back to the front lawn to see the

plantings at the entrance to our home and the bridge to

the pond while enjoying the views through to the lotus

bowl.

Garden 8 This garden, developed over the last 10 years,
caters for the demands of a growing family and pets. It

has a native and subtropical theme, and includes

annuals, a vegetable garden and scented garden. The
boardwalk at the rear of the propert y leads to a calm
and tranquil bush. Water features strongly in this

garden including a schist waterfall by the pool and the

sound of trickling water from the creek below.

Garden 9 Mirabel Osler Rs book A Gentle Plea for Chaos
says: Let there be more natur alness, a few weeds, some
self seedings and leaves under trees. And the hope that

the current caretaker of the land and nature are working

in Harmony. On arrival visitors assume neat hedges,

trees and little colour, but past the house the chaos is
obviou s. Island beds packed with colour co - coordinated
roses and perennials, a vegetable garden, a small

orchard and a lovely summer house designed and built by

my late husband, a children Rs treehouse and seats to

take in the views.

Garden 10 Majestically ruled by a tree this garden is a

labour of love with plants sourced from friends, family

and the garden club. Shade is provided by specimen trees
including tulip, magnolia, macadamia and camphor,

creating a perfect environment for the many bro meliads
on display. They provide the link between the

subtropical front gardens sheltering behind the fence to

the more traditional country park garden at the rear.

Garden 11 Twenty years of changes have seen this garden
evolve into a tropical paradise fil led with palms,
bromeliads and succulents. Follow the shell path to the
pond, a haven for the resident fish and take the trail

past the produce garden area and bountiful fruit trees.
Pause a moment to appreciate the tranquility of the

water feature surroun ded by succulents and decorative
art pieces.

Garden 12 Behind the traditional white timber fence and
gates, this completely private third of an acre garden

has three distinct areas. A cobbled entrance area

features camellias and vireyas; a terraced area w ith
tranquil rock pool and a backdrop of mature bangalow

palms underplanted with day lilies, native grasses and

ferns; and a large, sloping back lawn encircled by a

border planted with a mix of groundcovers.

Garden 13 Set against a background structure of exotic
and native trees and a broad sweep of lawn, you are

treated to a series of garden pictures. Roses, maples

and camellias are complemented by an understorey of

hostas and perennials.

The potager is a ready source of culinary herbs and

quick pickings for the kitchen. The soft landscaping

style of this garden reflects the owners R artistic
interests. It is a garden for all seasons.

Garden 14 Walking past the olives and hot border you
enter a diverse garden with many features. Make your way
around to the side gate to enter a Mediterranean
courtyard past the water feature to the Upper Waitemata
view that provides a perfect contrast of land, sea and

sky. Go down the stairs to the pool and petanque court
with a backdrop of native bush.

Note: Shared driveway, please park on the road.

Garden 15 This garden was created through a love of
combining colour with a series of garden rooms. The

front is planted largely in autumn tonings with touches

of black, white/cream and blue and includes a Japanese
and tropical area. The rear garden rooms of roses and
cottage plantings are painted in shades of lemon, pink
and blue. Included in this area is a mini bush walk and
bog garden of pitcher plants.

Garden 16 At the top of the drive a tropical paradise
awaits. Follow the path bordered by a cascading water
feature to the spectacular pool setting, continue along

the bromeliad - clad path and step down onto the lawn
arched on either side by two grand kanukas. Follow the
border of colourful succulents, aloes and palms and
majestically adorned by two gra cious pillars, fondly
known as (the girls R, which came from the demolition of
a bank in Queen Street.



