14t Greenhithe Garden Tour 2007

1. This recently landscaped small garden backs on to the Pony Club,
and has been designed to provide a restful, subtropical ambience while
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sorted out the less hardy plants and now we are having to prune back
ruthlessly. Kentia and queen palms predominate over pukas and
magnolias, while beneath are bromeliads and an eclectic mix of lower
plantings.

2. An acre garden of contrasts and rooms. Walk up the drive and keep
cool on the left with the palette of blue, pink and white; on the right in

the informal border of hot reds, yellows and oranges. In the middle of the
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arbour. Bromeliad displays and a frog collection continue as you wander
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orchard area entices you into the tropical jungle. The shell path leads you
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3. The secret is out! Hidden behind the pine trees, olive trees and the
front garden lies a magical private retreat. Your journey will take you
from the expansive decks to the pool surrounded by succulents and
palms, past a play area complete with jungle fortress. Beyond these
features, paths will lead you through the trees, where the fantasy forest
dwellers live hidden among the native bush, bromeliads and clivias. This
garden has been extensively redeveloped over the past 7 years to create
a family paradise.

4. Behind the real gates lies a garden that has been transformed over
the last 4 years. The gracious paved courtyard with its pebble beds and
aviaries sets the scene for the rest of the garden. Every corner is filled
with exatic planting and décor. From the magnificent pool and
entertaining area and all around the house there is much to see ¢ and the
more you look the more you see. Keep an eye out for the friendly parrots
who roam freely around their private haven.
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Greenhithe Kindergarten. The teachers, Alison Aldrich and parents, with
lots of help from the children, have created this ever-evolving child
friendly garden. Enjoy the fabulous mosaic work ¢ all designed and made
by children!

6. Passing the palms on your left, journey through the yucca and
boulder alley, which will take you into this modern oasis where the clever
use of design features created a peaceful private sanctuary. The rock

pool, with its cascading waters, invites you to explore the areas of the

pool surrounded by succulents and palm. Be amazed by the sea of irises
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planting enhance this surprising garden.

7. Down a quiet right-of-way you will find an 1890 Epsom villa
(relocated over 20 years ago) on a large 3000 sg m section. Follow the
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high maintenance, but colorful, cottage garden; pockets of bromeliads

and ferns; well-established camellias and rhododendrons; an original rose
garden; a large flat lawned area used for badminton and soccer; and
finally culminating in a brick-paved courtyard surrounded by colorful
shrub borders. There is also a swimming pool mainly planted with
tropicals. A source of much entertainment forthe 2 6 y SN &
playhouse matches the villaand is set in its own garden.
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8. Hidden from the road at the top of a long drive, you
are greeted by a 70-yearl-old kauri tree and a palm and succulent
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cottage flower gardens to the large front lawn. Stone paths,
succulent gardens, copper planters and water features all
complement the natural cedar cladding of the house. Old pine
trees frame Upper Waitemata Harbour views.

9. Make your entrance down a colourful driveway planted
with a mixture of shrubs, hibiscus, hydrangeas and daylilies. Enter
our rose-scented garden to be greeted by inviting pathways that
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small stream with a bridge ¢ watch out for the characters hidden

through both the formal and informal elements of our garden.
NE St 02YS iz Syzaz2zeée (KS TNBaK

through our gateway into our native shell garden and to our touch
of Spain with its sparkling blue pool and red geraniums. When our
family moved here from the UK four years ago, our garden was
just lawn and patio. Itis now a delightful mixture of subtropical
and English, with lots of colour. Wander through our haven of
peace with its pond and water feature.

11. A highlight of previous tours. Enjoy wandering around
this hidden treasure of a well-established and lovingly nurtured
garden, full of perennials, roses, shrubs and trees. Pockets of
interest include the fountain courtyard and pool area. Definitely
worth a look.

12. Set among existing native trees, with two street
frontages, this sophisticated little garden manages to complement
the formality of the architecture without disrupting the softness
of its bush surroundings. Although only a year old, the clipped
Corokia hedging has already created a structural backbone to the
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textures and colours. A swimming pool area makes clever use of
the available space allowing good flow around the garden and
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away in a purpose-built area! Designed by Robin Shafer this

garden is definitely worth a visit.

13. Plants are chosen from our garden not only for colour
but for long-lasting flowering as we try to create year-round
interest. There are many parts to our garden, from a small
nostalgic wooded area with violets, primroses and bluebells,
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built in memory of a much-loved gardening aunt. Slugs, snails and
other pests are kept at bay by a large number of birds that
frequent the garden, including ducks and wild doves.
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gardens, shrubberies, orchards, vistas and ponds are the settings
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coppice provides a home for the bantams. Stroll paths in the

OK A f R NXigeya valfey sing and slice on the playthings, amble the short or
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