North Shore City Council

Private Bag 93500

Takapuna

Attn: Andy Irwin: Transport

Re: GREENHITHE STREET UPGRADE DRAFT PLAN
We, the Greenhithe Residents, Ratepayers and Community Hall Association wish to make the following submission in respect of the captioned draft plan.
In preparing this submission we have consulted widely with the community. This has been done in three ways: 

Notice in the local paper (Greenhithe Village News) advising people that a submission was being prepared and that all comments were welcome and could be made to the website (see below). The Village News is distributed to all homes in Greenhithe.

Placement of the draft submission on the local website (www.greenhithe.org.nz) with a request for feedback. Over 450 Greenhithe homes are linked to this website.
Copies of the draft submission and the draft Council Plan were made available at ‘Juliettes’ – the local coffee shop.

The specific feedback received in regard to Blacks Road, Rahui Road, the opening (or not) of Kyle Road and improving safety around the school; has all been included in this submission. Other feedback was simply supportive of the draft submission.

We find many features of the overall approach, and of the detailed ‘guidelines for design’ and ‘design typologies’ in the Draft Plan, to be entirely appropriate for the future development of Greenhithe streets.

In particular we are delighted to see recognition of Greenhithe’s unique character and the stated desire to preserve and enhance this. Statements such as ‘Green, rural and quiet identity’, ‘Greenhithe has developed its own sense of place’, and ‘Greenhithe-identity’ give us comfort and appear to demonstrate a good sense of a unique ‘Greenhithe character’ and of its nature.
In our opinion the touchstone for any consideration regarding the future development of Greenhithe (and its streets) must be the recognition that the central portion of Greenhithe (being that area designated on Council plans 17 and 18 and shown in white) is a ‘Village’ and that any development must be appropriate to a ‘Village’. This is both in terms of the scale, and nature, of any such development. In this respect our specific submissions are:
1.Greenhithe has historically enjoyed a sense of unique identity engendered by its geographic separation from the rest of the North Shore and by its relatively long history as a separate entity. This geographic separation has now been considerably diminished with the new developments off Orwell/Kyle Roads (Admirals Court, Te Wharau, Greenbough etc). 
In our opinion, if there is to be any meaning to efforts to retain Greenhithe’s unique character then these must start by establishing a ‘sense of entry’ to the Village. This needs to be done on Greenhithe Road (at or shortly after the roundabout at the top of Orwell Road / bottom of Dressage Lane) and also on Tauhinu Road (at the point the motorway on/off ramps merge into the top end of Tauhinu). Our specific proposals are as follows:
Signage – ‘Greenhithe Village’ signs to be erected – these should be timber and relatively discreet (we understand that this may be an issue to be undertaken with the assistance of the Albany Community Board - hence this has been copied to Malcolm Black)
Gateway features – suggestions being: segment of paving stones to replace tarmac; establishment of a median strip (planted with decent trees) or blister islands (similarly planted); road realignment / road narrowing
Landscaping – suggestions being: planting a line of substantial trees along the boundary of Wainone Park which runs next to Greenhithe Road between Orwell Road roundabout and the roundabout at the top of Churchouse Road (we understand that this is not specifically a Roads issue but would like to request the necessary co-ordination with Parks and Reserves – hence this has been copied to Margaret Miles). In this connection, we would suggest the use of deciduous exotic species from the point of view appearance and also their connection to much of the historic planting in the Village. Planting also at entry to Tauhinu Road (on blister island?)
In addition to establishing a sense of entry, these measures are also designed to ensure that traffic is slowed at the point of entry to speeds appropriate to the Village (it is very likely that traffic coming down Greenhithe Road from the Upper Harbour Road entry and coming onto Tauhinu off the motorway will be traveling at speeds in excess of those

which would be desirable within the Village).
2. This leads naturally to our second submission – measures to control traffic speeds within the Village. We acknowledge the difference between ‘collector’ streets (Greenhithe Road and Tauhinu Road) and other village streets in terms of what would be appropriate. 
We feel that, with the exception of the ‘collector streets’, street design should aim to encourage traffic speeds of around 30km/h (official speed limit remains as 50km/h) – this being recognized by UK research to represent a speed which allows a proper interface between vehicular and human usage of the streets. 

To this end, we feel that: Churchouse Road, Roland Road and Rame Road (all three being: relatively long, straight and, except for Churchouse, flat) need specific ‘traffic calming’ measures. These could be: chicanes, speed bumps, blister islands or road realignment as deemed most appropriate (bearing in mind that Churchouse Road serves Wainone park and Rame Road serves the boat ramp) i.e. a proper balance between residents on the streets who have a reasonable expectation that traffic will not endanger children/animals (which is certainly NOT the case at the moment) and the right of non-residents to travel up an down these roads to access leisure facilities. 
In regard to Rame Road, while acknowledging the existence of a boat ramp, we would not wish to see this facility developed (or encouraged by way of roading development or provision of parking at the bottom end) to a degree that saw it become a magnet to people outside Greenhithe because to do so would simply call into question the reality of maintaining Greenhithe’s unique village character. 
It may well be that other roads will also require some form of ‘traffic calming’ e.g. Oscar Road has become something of a ‘drag strip’ for some and may need attention to dissuade this kind of activity
3. Create a specific Village centre (this being the existing commercial centre on Greenhithe Road). This is becoming more of an issue with the upcoming expansion (i.e. the retail development on the current Greenhithe Auto site and plans to establish offices along side the Collins House restaurant).

 This should be designed around pedestrians with the aim to create a space where people are encouraged to linger and to move around in safety. The ideas outlined in the Draft Plan (pedestrian crossing / square, narrowing of carriageways, provision of angle parking etc) look excellent. We would like appropriate lighting to be included in the upgrade i.e. not the standard light pole but something which imparts some sense of character (much as has been done in Albany Village – although we are not suggesting simply to mimic what is in Albany). 
This would also serve as another ‘break’ on traffic speed and discourage traffic using Greenhithe roads as a means to speed from point A to point B (this being a particular concern with the possible opening of Kyle Road – see later)
We also see imaginative planting (which should include deciduous ‘exotic’ species which have played such a large role in creating Greenhithe’s landscape) of any such developments to be crucial; if the acknowledged ‘green’ element in Greenhithe is to be retained.

4. Retain the non-suburban feel of many of Greenhithe’s streets. We feel that those streets that currently have ‘semi-rural’ feel (being: Churchouse, Rame, Rahui, Marae, Austin, Remu, Oscar, Oratau, Faith, Traffic, Koki, Manon, Blacks) should keep such feel. This would include concepts such as: footpath on one side only, or none at all; swales or ditches; no kerbs, planting of trees - i.e.’ nature dominated’ streetscapes. 

Specifically in regard to Rahui, a petition was raised (and signed by every resident on the road) about 18 months ago requesting that a footpath be developed on one side of the road. This was passed to the Albany Community Board who advised that this would be done when Rahui Road was upgraded. The reason for this request is to protect the Boy Scouts who use the road to gain access to their meeting Hall at the bottom of the road.
Whilst, in reference to Blacks Road, a request has been made for footpath/kerbing (coupled with planting of trees) on one side so that children can move safely to the Bus Stop on Greenhithe Road.

5. Kyle Road only to be opened (IF AT ALL) when the necessary ‘traffic calming’ steps on Greenhithe and Tauhinu Roads have been completed. We are concerned to ensure that opening Kyle Road does not lead to a situation in which we see significantly greater volumes of traffic passing thru the village (with people from Kyle Road and roads connecting to it driving thru the village to access the SH18 heading toward Westgate and people from the west coming thru the village and onto Kyle Road on their way to Albany, as an alternative to using Sh18 in the event of rush hour traffic/traffic problems on the motorway). We believe that a strong case can be made for not opening Kyle Road at all on the basis that this will simply serve to further dilute Greenhithe’s ‘separateness’ with the consequently negative impact on its unique character.
6. We are unclear as to what is meant by ‘improve visual and physical connections to Lucas Creek’ and would want to know specifically what was intended. We also question the wisdom (relative cost to potential benefit) of ‘making coastal areas better accessible by walkways’ and ‘improve facilities to make coastal areas more accessible’. The reality is that Lucas Creek and the Upper Harbour are tidal and most of the foreshore is covered in mangrove (or muddy from mid to low tide) and the value of creating access (other than that which exists at Rahui, Rame and Oscar Roads) is, we think, questionable. Whilst in terms of Rahui, Rame and Oscar, we would reiterate our previous comments that any proposed development should be that which is appropriate to the needs of the village rather than the creation of ‘facilities’ which will draw people from out of the area and, in so doing, simply undermine the overall intention to retain a viable ‘village’ feel.
7. We still have concerns regarding safety around the school. This is in terms of the speed of traffic passing down the dip (between intersection with Roland Road at the top and Sunnyview Road at the bottom) and the poor, narrow state of the footpath on both sides of the dip. We would like to see steps taken to improve this by way of measures to slow traffic coming down the dip and improvement in the condition of the footpaths.

8. We would suggest that priority for this work be given as follows:
Greenhithe and Tauhinu Roads – creation of sense of entry and traffic calming. This is particularly in view of the expected result of the opening of SH18 and the increase in traffic flow as people move from one end of Greenhithe to the other (in that the on / off ramps are in one direction only) plus expectable traffic speeds of people coming down the completed Greenhithe Road and off the motorway at Tauhinu.
Churchouse Road (already under consultation with local residents and need to balance 

Wainone Park access with residents needs)

Improve safety around School

Village centre

Rame Road

Rahui, Marae, Austin, Remu etc
GRRCHA: 15/06/2007

c.c. Margaret Miles (Councilor: NSCC)
       Malcolm Black (Chairman: Albany Community Board) 

               ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

