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A large number of community groups and iwi representatives attended to support the North Shore City Council yesterday when Mayor Andrew Williams and Deputy Mayor Julia Parfitt presented the council submission.

 

"We are working hard to bring forward the opportunities and issues as our community sees them,” said Councillor Parfitt. 

 

“We acknowledge the support from iwi representatives and community groups and value their partnership with council."

 

 Councillor Parfitt said that she was greatly heartened to see that at least 18 community groups were represented. 

 

“Community development was one of the strongest themes of the council’s submission,” she said. 

 

“We made it very clear that over the years we have worked very closely with the North Shore community, and have developed an innovative way of directly funding the community to deliver frontline services.”  

 

Sector leader organisations such as Age Concern, Youthworx, Citizens Advice, Takapuna PHAB, Harbour Sport and Raeburn House are funded to umbrella and support smaller organisations working in the same sector. 

 

Councillor Parfitt said that the North Shore model is unique in the Auckland region, as other councils generally employ staff in-house to deliver community services. 

 

We advocated strongly for this model to continue within the new Auckland Council structure because it works and it is cost efficient, it allows for a true local voice and enables community groups to attract funding from other sources and not need to rely solely on ratepayer funding,” she said. 

 

“The not-for-profit sector makes a multimillion dollar contribution to our economy, and is a powerful contributor to the wellbeing of our citizens.  

 

“We believe that local government should continue to fund and support community development, and that local boards (community councils) should manage that responsibility,” she said. “We asked that this provision should be enshrined in law.”

 

Council community services and parks committee chair Tony Holman, who also attended the hearing, said that select committee members noted that they were pleased that the North Shore City Council had promoted community development so strongly.

 

“One member of the committee asked for more information on our community co-ordinators, and several commented that they understood the strengths of the North Shore’s community development approach.”

 

Many of the groups who attended in support of the North Shore City Council are also making their own submissions, some late at night. The select committee has been conducting hearings from 9 am to 9 pm. 



ENDS

 

Contacts: North Shore City Council Deputy Mayor Julia Parfitt, phone 027 983 145, or Councillor Tony Holman, phone 027 210 4629.

 

Issued by:  

 

 

 

 

Val Monk I Marketing and Communications Advisor 
Customer and Information Services
North Shore City Council 
Ph 09 486 8498
Mob 027 687 6513
val.monk@northshorecity.govt.nz 
